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Food-borne illness contracted from fresh produce is still a major concern within the industry. Lessons learned from the E.coli crisis in Germany last year show that producers must be active to minimise risks to consumer health, says food assurance business, NSF-CMi.
The outbreak which had a high mortality rate and affected more than 4000 persons, was ultimately discovered to have arisen from fenugreek seeds imported from Egypt to Germany. But this was not before the Spanish produce industry was decimated by totally inaccurate political and media claims that Spanish cucumbers were involved. “It is vital that producers protect their businesses and continue to demonstrate good standards with effective processes for hygiene and due diligence,” said Stephen Cox, director of NSF-CMi which is a world leading fresh produce certification and assurance company. ”Retailers are demanding increasing transparency from their suppliers as well as global certification standards such as GLOBALG.A.P. and others are responding to these demands.”
However, commented Mr. Cox, “With the globalisation of retailers, they are having to come to terms with serious differences within their supply chains depending on the regions of origin, where producers have different levels of sophistication.” NSF-CMi works with many suppliers within and outside Europe and those who are supplying to non-European operations. “With the GFSI benchmarked standards and the new Basic and Intermediate pre-certification levels, there are excellent tools to enable smaller producers to comply with a baseline standard for food safety as ‘safe and legal’ with the prospect of progressing to more sophisticated systems in the future.”
To learn more about how NSF-CMi can help your business, visit NSF-CMi at Fruit Logistica in Berlin on 8-10 February 2012 Hall 8.2 Stand B-01 or contact robert.evans@nsf-cmi.com 



Notes to Editors

NSF-CMi, the most widely known and respected food assurance brand, leads NSF International global food assurance operations. Through our international network of offices we deliver services and expertise to established and developing food supply operations in all regions of the world.
NSF-CMi services include certification, consulting, technical and risk services that enable companies both to comply with legislative and industry standards and gain competitive advantage in their markets.
 
NSF-CMi Certification is the leading provider of independent assurance and certification services to the agriculture, produce and processing industries, certifying over 75,000 clients and operating in over 70 countries worldwide.

